What are ISSA® and (ISC)2®

By Gary Hummel, CISSP
The ISSA®
The International Systems Security Association (ISSA®)
 is a non-profit worldwide organization with 109 chapters residing throughout 24 different countries. Currently there are approximately 13,000 members. 

“Welcome to the Information Systems Security Association, the world's premier association for information security professionals. Now in our 22nd year and with over 100 chapters around the world, the ISSA is helping secure global infrastructure by ensuring that the industry has a strong foundation of highly educated security experts to draw upon.

Achieving the highest level of information assurance is a matter of developing strong programs that span people, process and technology. The ISSA focuses on the big picture by providing educational and networking opportunities that elevate the quality of individuals in all of these fundamental areas. By learning and sharing, best practices are widely disseminated and security problems are solved.

Whether you are a Chief Information Security Officer, IDS guru, solution provider or one of the myriad other industry roles, the ISSA is your home base for improving your professional skills and furthering your business. We look forward to seeing you online and at future ISSA events!
”.

There are several types of ISSA® Membership:

Type of Membership
1yr

Fee
2yr

Fee
3yr

Fee
5yr

Fee

General Membership
$95
$185
$270
$435

Organizational Membership





Corporate, Government Organizational Membership
$115
$205
290
$455

Student Membership
$30
N/A
N/A
N/A

**Trial Membership
See
Note









*fees sited as of August 2, 2006 from ISSA website

** Trial Membership requires entering extensive information not completed by author

Membership
 does require affiliation with a chapter (for those that reside beyond a fifty mile radius of a local chapter, there is an exception clause). Chapter dues vary depending on the location
 of the chapter.

The (ISC)2®
The International Information Systems Security Certification Consortium
, or (ISC)²®, is a non-profit organization that specializes in the education and certification of professional individuals. The Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP®), Information Systems Security Engineering Professional (ISSEP®),  and the Systems Security Certified Practitioner (SSCP®) are some of the certifications from (ISC)2® that are recognized by the ANSI/ISO/IEC Standard 17024. 

“ISO/IEC 17024 serves as the international certification benchmark that defines and ensures that qualified security professionals have met the published requirements of the credential program, increasing the value of and confidence in those educated, certified and entrusted to protect the critical infrastructure on which business and governments around the world depend. ANSI, the US Representative to the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), has granted certification accreditation under ISO/IEC 17024 to both the Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) credential and the Systems Security Certified Practitioner (SSCP) credential, recognizing ISC2 as the first information technology company to meet its worldwide standard for certifying information security professionals.”

The (ISC)²® is funded by examination, seminar and annual maintenance fees
. Their relationship with ISSA® is closely integrated as the ISSA® is one of the founding members
 of the (ISC)²® organization. Many members of the ISSA® also hold active (ISC)²® certifications. There is additional annual maintenance fees associated with an active (ISC)²®  certification, and these are dependent on the certifications held by an individual.

End Notes

� ISSA, � HYPERLINK "http://www.issa.org/" ��http://www.issa.org/�





� Jim Reavis, � HYPERLINK "http://www.issa.org/executiveletter.html" ��http://www.issa.org/executiveletter.html�





� ISSA.org, � HYPERLINK "https://www.issa.org/join_requirements.html" ��https://www.issa.org/join_requirements.html�





� ISSA.org, � HYPERLINK "https://www.issa.org/annualchapter_dues.html" ��https://www.issa.org/annualchapter_dues.html�





� ISC2.org, � HYPERLINK "https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?category=7" ��https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?category=7�





� ISC2.org, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbcinc.com/fisc/agenda.asp" ��http://www.fbcinc.com/fisc/agenda.asp�





� ISC2.org, � HYPERLINK "https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?category=84" ��https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?category=84�





� ISC2.org, � HYPERLINK "https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?page=750" ��https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.cgi?page=750�
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